_ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH EASTERN REGION

8™ SECTORAL SUMMIT OF NEC ON ‘EDUCATION, SPORTS, ART & CULTURE’ AT
NEW DELHI ON 20-21 AUGUST 2007

ISSUES & CONCLUSIONS

In accordance with the decision taken at the 53" Council Meeting of NEC,
the M/o DoNER and NEC have held seven sectoral summits. The 8" Sectoral
Summit to review ‘Education, Sports, Art & Culture’ programmes in the NER was
held in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 20-21 August, 2007. The Issues &
Conclusions arrived at in the Education Sector are as under:

ISSUES - HRD SECTOR

1. The dropout rates are very high in the NE States. Except for Manipur, the
dropout rates in all the other NE States are higher than the all India
average. However, some States specifically Sikkim and Tripura mentioned
that the dropout rates have improved considerably.

2. All the States mentioned that the funds released by HRD in Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyaan (SSA) are on the 50:50 (Central Grant: State Share) basis
whereas the States are seeking 90:10 ratio. )

3. The SSA goals are: all children in schools, education guarantee centres,
alternate school, ‘back to school camp’. Bridging of gender and social
gaps by 2007 in elementary by 2010, universal retention by 2010 and
focus on satisfactory quality with emphasis on education for life.

4. The issues pertaining to NE in SSA are as under:

* Bring Out of School Children (O0SC) to schools/EGS/AIE.
‘¢ ldentification of eligible habitations without schools (eg.

Meghalaya, Manipur, Assam).

Reduce dropout rates.

High cost of conventional infrastructure. Explore alternatives

Contextualise curriculum and textbooks.

Large number of untrained teachers

Low achievement level of students

Convergence with DWM, TSC and ICDS

Lack of stability of tenures of Education Secretary/ State Project

Directors of SSA ,

5. The Integrated Education for Disabled Children programme is 100%
assistance under various components for education of disabled children.
This assistance is provided to the State Governments and NGOs. The
scheme is under revision and the new scheme intends to cover every
identified disabled child through systematic attempt. Proposals under the






